1. Simple Sentence
A simple sentence consists of a single independent clause, which has a subject and a predicate and expresses a complete thought.
Example: The sun rises in the east.
(One independent clause)
2. Complex Sentence
A complex sentence has one independent clause and at least one dependent (subordinate) clause.
Example: Although it was raining, we went for a walk.
(Independent clause: "we went for a walk"; Dependent clause: "Although it was raining")
3. Compound Sentence
A compound sentence consists of two or more independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction (such as and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet).
Example: She studied hard, and she passed the exam.
(Independent clause 1: "She studied hard"; Independent clause 2: "she passed the exam")
1. Simple Sentence
How to identify:
Look for one subject and one predicate (a single clause).
It expresses one complete idea.
Example Test:
Ask: "Is there only one main action or idea?"
Example Sentence: I like apples.
(One complete thought, no extra clauses.)
2. Complex Sentence
How to identify:
Look for one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses (starting with words like because, although, when, since).
The dependent clause cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.
Example Test:
Ask: "Is there one main idea and an additional incomplete idea?"
Example Sentence: Although it was late, we stayed up.
("Although it was late" is the dependent clause, "we stayed up" is the independent clause.)
3. Compound Sentence
How to identify:
Look for two or more independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, so, yet, for, nor).

Each clause can stand alone as a complete sentence.
Example Test:
Ask: "Are there two complete ideas joined by a conjunction?"
Example Sentence: She was tired, but she finished her homework.
("She was tired" and "she finished her homework" are independent clauses joined by "but.")
Shortcut Tips:
Simple: One idea, no extra clauses.
Complex: One main idea + one incomplete idea.
Compound: Two complete ideas joined by a conjunction.
